Counselors Defined Camp

W Do Lhat the coningeliors e e meost impaoetant
sipgle elemwent in the camp aszuring a healthy and helpiol
wperience lor the campuers,” Soosaid a 15962 brochore for Camp
Red Cexdar Forest, one of several day camps altered over the
vinrs by the YMCA of Greater Kansas City, Selected for their
maturity, Christian leadership potential and specilic camping
skills, ¥ counselors provided supervision, leadership and
[ricnclstip to the campers placed in ther clarge

From the early days of the ¥'s camping program, comphaszis
was placed on qualily counselors. Notiong that the “contagious
personalities of the leaders create the atmosphere of the
Camp,” a 19209 Camgp Gravols brochure featured pictures of
the strapping voung maen who would offer campers models of
Christian character

bin ackelition to Christian personalities, successful counselors
wiere those individoals who were wellvorsed in groap work
angl camp lore, Belng a good storvteller helped too. Friday
mights @t Camp Santosage were reserved for campfires and
ghaost stories, and the counselor who coubd send o shiver
dlowin campers” spines was sure fo go down incamp lore as
aonbir o Bl Faesd,

When Y camping wenl cosd, counsclors, like campers,
e in both sexes, The shiflt indtially canged some prents o
inguire whetler counsclors wore more coneermed with
campers or ather counselors, bl boundaries wiere guickly
established and counselors contineed (o earn high marks
from both parents and campers, “Shelby seems to be an
ecocellent counselor,” remarked one parent on her campp
asgessment form. =0 hope he will be there nest year (oo,”

Young people with an interest in becoming camp
counselors often served initially as counselors-in-training.
Padred with jumicr and senior counsclors, the trainees were
encournded o ot o feel for the challendges and
responsibilities that counseling held. Similarly, the ILLT.

[ Lasaclers in Tralningy prograin
orffered 16- and 17-veir-lds
the chance o develop the
bemdershibp and decision-
matking skills esseatial o
becoming a good counselor,

Wihitke carelul sebiscton anl
pod] traiming helped ensure
that connselors did thelr johs
well, the ultimate approval
came from the campers
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Aol Dennis, wiho expressed

bl in o posem pulalished in

e camp's Sepoke Sionols,
summied it up best: “When |
grovw up anel giet big to bae, 1
come to camp aml be an LT
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